A Sample Negative LD Case

By Matt Singer 
Forensics Online 
Note: This case is not intended for round use. If you wish to use it, finding real evidence may be a good idea. 

"We stopped expecting young people to be productive members of the society and began to think of them as gullible consumers. We defined maturity primarily in terms of being permitted adult vices, and then were surprised when teenagers drank, smoked, or had promiscuous sex." (Thomas Hine, 99) 

Because I believe eliminating the juvenile justice system for violent offenders would make violence yet another adult vice that defines maturity I stand in firm opposition to the resolution: 

Violent juvenile criminals ought to be treated as adults in the criminal justice system. 

Observation I: Definitions 

  Violent - acting in a manner rooted in severe negative emotions 

  Juvenile - not fully grown 

  Criminal Justice System - the entire path of convicted criminals, from arrest to courtroom to punishment 

Observation II: Debate parameters 

The affirmative must provide a firm basis for reocgnizing violent juvenile criminals as adults. Conversely, the negative has the burden of showing why juvenile criminals should not be seen as adults. 

Observation III: Value and Criterion 

For today's debate, the supreme value should be that of maximum adherence to the law. Since the aim of a justice system is to ensure that laws are followed, when evaluating justice systems, we should measure worth by adherence to the law. 

No criterion shall be necessary for this debate. 

I shall further uphold this value throughout my contentions. 

Contention I: 

The aim of the justice system should be to ensure that the laws are followed to the utmost extent. The justice system, except at extremely high levels, does not exist to determine what justice is, or what the laws should be, but rather to enforce those laws made by the legislative system. The courts and penal system, instead, exist to insure that these laws are always carried out in the way they were intended to be and to ensure that the laws are violated as rarely as possible. 

Contention II: 

As Thomas Hine pointed out in 1999, making vices be signs of maturity, as the resolution does, merely entices young people into sin. By recognizing violence as yet another sin that defines being adult, it is one more sin that young people will be encouraged to participate in when they wish to be adults. Clearly, this undermines the justice systems goal of minimizing violations of the law. 

Now, on to my opponent's case. 

(from http://www.ihigh.com/forensics/debate/curriculum/ld_samplenc.html )

